Teachers’ Docket No.2: The Meaning of 'Legal
Literacy' for Educators &

Legal literacy, especially for teachers, goes beyond simply knowing the law. It's a
fundamental competency that empowers educators to effectively navigate the complex legal
landscape of the school environment, ensuring fairness, protecting rights, and fostering a just
learning space.’ At its core, legal literacy for teachers encompasses three key dimensions:

Firstly, it involves knowledge of the law. This includes understanding relevant statutes,
regulations, and policies that govern education, such as those related to student rights,
discipline, child protection, privacy, special education, and teacher responsibilities (Schenck
& Rutherford, 2001). This foundational knowledge acts as a compass, guiding teachers in
their daily decision-making within the bounds of legal requirements.

Secondly, legal literacy is about practical application and critical thinking.? It's not enough
to merely recall legal facts; teachers must be able to interpret legal principles in real-world
scenarios, anticipate potential legal issues, and make informed judgments that align with
legal mandates and ethical considerations (Osborne, 2005). This involves analyzing situations
from a legal perspective, understanding the implications of actions, and knowing when to
seek expert legal advice. It's the ability to translate abstract legal concepts into concrete
actions within the classroom and school community.

Finally, a crucial aspect of legal literacy is legal consciousness or an awareness of the socio-
legal context. This refers to an understanding of how law operates in society, its role in
shaping power dynamics, and its potential to either uphold or challenge social justice
(Arthurs, 2017).2 For teachers, this means recognizing how legal frameworks impact equity,
access, and human rights within the educational system, and understanding their role as
agents within this broader legal ecosystem. This dimension particularly resonates with The
Math Court's B.A.L.M. approach, emphasizing the pursuit of justice and the protection of
student rights.

In summary, legal literacy for teachers is a dynamic blend of legal knowledge, practical
application, and critical consciousness. It equips them not only to comply with the law but
also to actively contribute to a more just, equitable, and legally informed educational
environment for all students.
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