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Teachers' Docket No. 1 : The Vital Role of Legal 
Literacy in Education 📚 

 

This article, "Teachers' Role in Spreading Legal Literacy Through Legal Education: Need of 
the Hour" 1 by Mrs. Suwarna S. Mangrulkar, highlights that education is about more than just 
academics; it's also about fostering a law-abiding society and promoting peaceful 
coexistence2. The core argument is that legal literacy—understanding fundamental laws and 
rights—is essential for everyone to fully benefit from democracy, avoid oppression, and 
navigate daily life peacefully. The legal maxim "Ignorantia Juris Non Excusat" (ignorance of 
law is not an excuse) underscores the imperative for citizens to be aware of their rights and 
duties. 

The article strongly asserts that teachers are pivotal in this endeavor. As role models and 
figures who shape student personalities, teachers bear a moral responsibility to instill values 
and legal awareness, thereby guiding students to become law-abiding citizens. It suggests 
that while modern education excels in providing techniques, it sometimes falls short in 
fostering "humanness" in students7. A rising crime rate is partly attributed to a lack of legal 
education and literacy. 

Consequently, the article advocates for teachers to acquire fundamental legal knowledge 
themselves. It suggests that a grasp of human rights, constitutional principles, and laws 
concerning women, children, and underprivileged groups is sufficient for teachers to 
understand legal basics. Such legal awareness can boost a teacher's confidence and 
strengthen their connection with the wider community11. 

Finally, the article calls for the implementation of formal Legal Training Programmes for 
teachers, particularly those in higher education. These programs, potentially organized by 
universities in collaboration with Legal Services Authorities, would empower teachers to 
effectively disseminate legal literacy to millions of students. This, in turn, is seen as a crucial 
step towards building a healthier, more legally conscious nation, and contributing 
tremendously to good citizenry. 
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